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This family saga begins at the advent of fascism when a childless 
couple adopts a newborn baby girl. They might have even loved 
her, had they not soon realized that the child can’t hear them, 
she speaks a strange, feral language, giving sound to all she sees 
and touches, a language that stands like a wall between her and 
a hostile world. 
Laura, her daughter, grows up in the city and learns to 
communicate with those who hear. But it is an acquired skill, far 
from the safety of her mother tongue, and despite her efforts, she 
is an outcast. And then her daughter Francesca is born, hearing 
impaired but in a world with tools at her disposal. Despite herself, 
she belongs to the silence of an ancestral world and the women 
who love her. 

TOMMASO AVATI
THE SILENCE OF THE WORLD

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Neri Pozza
Publication: February 2022

Pages: 240

Vicki Satlow Literary Agency
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She would remember her mother forever, for as long as she 
lived, because her mother was deaf, like her. But she possessed 
a fabulous and inexplicable power: the magical capacity to 

hold words on her fingers.

A novel about being deaf, about language, and about the difficulties 
in communicating, where gesture replaces words, where listening 
requires effort. But it is also a novel about an issue that concerns 
the author in a very personal way because Tommaso Avati was 
born hearing impaired. “I know what it means not to hear, to live 
in a hushed world where you are separated from even your loved 
ones.” Here, this quiet world which is in many ways unattainable 
has become a novel of women, filled with surprising poetry and 
uncompromising tenderness.

TOMMASO AVATI
THE SILENCE OF THE WORLD



Under the guidance of Minna Tobler-Christinger, a doctor and 
radical antifascist who fought for women’s reproductive rights, 
Lilly Volkart founded an orphanage that later became a refuge 
for Jewish children during WWII. 
 
Lilly is a free spirit but Zurich at the turn of the century is no place 
for an unmarried pregnant woman. Shunned by her family, Lilly 
finds a friend and mentor in her doctor Minna. Unfortunately, 
Lilly loses the baby during childbirth, leaving her unable to have 
children, but thanks to Minna, she finds her true calling. In 1924, 
she opens an orphanage in Ticino for unwanted children. From 
1933 on, she does even more. 
By the end of the war, over 120 Jewish children from across 
Europe and 4,000 children in all found safety in the orphanage.  

MATTIA BERTOLDI
LILLY’S CHILDREN

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Tre60
Publication: April 2022

Pages: 300

HOT LIST

MATTIA BERTOLDI
LILLY’S CHILDREN

Mattia Bertoldi, an Italian speaking Swiss writer, was inspired by 
the altruism of Lilly Volkart (1897-1988). A pedagogic teacher 
of children, Volkart, who could not have children of her own, 
founded her own orphanage for migrant children. In 1942, she 
took in 120 Jewish orphans. 
After the war and until the end of her life, she continued to offer 
lodging and education to children in need. Over 4,000 children 
passed through her three houses. 
They are all “Lilly’s children”.   
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DARIO BUZZOLAN
BECAUSE THEY KNOW NOT 

With her parents dead and her brother missing, Cecelia is an 
orphan.  Now in her thirties, with a good career in winemaking 
and close friends, it is almost as though she has finally found her 
place in the world. Then one day, an unexpected message lands 
in her email like a box of dynamite: a stranger claiming to be 
her nephew, the son of her brother Gregory who disappeared in 
a plane accident after the financial crash in 2008. Could he be 
who he says he is? Or is somebody setting her up? On a secluded 
island in Greece, Cecelia finds the cruel and shocking answers to 
her questions. And in those answers there is redemption. 

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Mondadori
Publication: February 2022

Pages: 324

DARIO BUZZOLAN
THE TRUTH 

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Mondadori
Publication: March 2020

Pages: 468

The sudden and vertiginous decline of a 
privately-owned luxury watch company 
in Italy plunges its family members into a 
spiral of ungovernable chaos. Corruption, 
greed, betrayal, violence, racism: all in 
one turbid family. How far will they go to 
save themselves?

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Baldini + Castoldi
Publication: April 2019

Pages: 416

OUR EYES BLINDED BY THE 
EARTH 

Marianna knows little about her father 
other than his past as a partisan. But when 
she discovers that just days before his 
disappearance, he had been blamed for a 
cold blooded murder, she feels it is her 
duty to shed light on the episode. 
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PAOLA CALVETTI
SISTERS AND RIVALS 

Ten Women Who Changed the World 
With Their Talent

Striving to outdo each other, extraordinary women have made 
history through feuding. While waging war upon each other, these 
ten women reached the pinnacle of their careers, establishing 
themselves in an era of limited opportunities: Coco Chanel 
& Elsa Schiaparelli; Sarah Bernhardt & the Eleonora Duse; 
American gossip columnists Hedda Hopper & Louella Parsons; 
Joan Fontaine & her sister Olivia De Havilland. A fascinating 
new approach to women in history. Ten female pioneers, loosely 
connected in time and place, demonstrate how the flames of 
rivalry left their mark of genius.

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Mondadori 
Publication: April 2021

Pages: 270

Rights sold
Germany (Piper Verlag) 

Queen in every ounce of her being, Elizabeth II is the most 
photographed woman in the world; it is no wonder that she is 
also a fashion icon. The image she projects through photography 
is the only stage upon which the Queen truly reveals herself, 
acquiescing to the universal laws of light and the practical needs 
of portrait artists. This compelling and rigorously researched 
biography, based on accounts of photographers, articles from 
around the world and extensive iconographic research, offers an 
intimate portrait beyond the lens.

PAOLA CALVETTI
ELIZABETH II

Portrait of a Queen

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Mondadori
Publication: April 2019

Pages: 268

Rights sold
Germany (Piper Verlag) 
Poland (Zysk)
Film (Nexos)

HOT LIST
HOT LIST
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Luce can feel a storm brewing even before the wind blows. 
Some say the Alpine spirit runs through her veins. The steep 
and treacherous trails are her home so she sees no reason why 
she cannot cross the smuggler’s path across the Alpes with her 
father and brother. But then she meets Thomas, a child with no 
past or place to return to, a kindred spirit.
Many years later, the townspeople frantically search for a child 
who has gone missing. One man amongst them knows the 
mountain like the back of his hand; but to find the boy, he will 
have to face the forest and his worst fear: the past.

ROMINA CASAGRANDE
CHILDREN OF THE FOREST

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Garzanti
Publication: May 2021

Pages: 352

Rights sold
France (Fleuve Noir)
Germany (Fischer Verlag)

When Edna was little more than a child, she made a promise that 
bound her fate to Jacob. They were ‘Swabian children’, forced 
by their families to undertake a terrible trek on foot through the 
mountains to German farmlands where they were sold off as 
farmhands. Now that she has finally, after seventy years, found 
Jacob again, Edna has a confession to make. 
Following the same map that she drew as a little girl to find her 
way home, she and her pet parrot set off by foot along ancient 
Roman roads and pilgrim trails across the Alps to discover 
whether it is still possible to forgive.

ROMINA CASAGRANDE
THE LOST CHILDREN 

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Garzanti
Publication: January 2020 

Pages: 400

Rights sold
France (Fleuve Noir)
Germany (Fischer Verlag)
Lebanon (Dar Al Khayal)
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August 29, 1882:  with the Belle Epoque on the horizon and cinema 
yet to be invented Carlo Menebrea organizes a sumptuous reception 
to celebrate the purchase of a castle not far from Biella. Few know 
that the origin of his fortune reaches back only thirty years earlier, 
to Carlo’s father Giuseppe, a Walser from Gressoney who crossed 
the glaciers to trade wool and handicraft in Switzerland, like his 
father before him.
While fireworks explode in the sky above the castle, his second 
daughter Eugenia stands by his side full of questions: why did her 
father ask her, and not the others, to accompany him to the summit 
of Monte Rosa when she was only six years old? Why would 
he choose a woman as the designated heir to carry on the family 
business? 

FRANCESCO CASOLO
THE RISE OF GIANTS

The Menabrea Saga

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Feltrinelli
Publication: March 2022

Pages: 416

HOT LIST

FRANCESCO CASOLO
THE RISE OF GIANTS

The Menabrea Saga

Eugenia will turn to her mother for advice and guidance to lead the 
family business into the new century. And she will become a giant, 
like her father and her grandfather before her.  An exciting family 
saga of women who managed to leave their mark on the
world through an industry rooted in the Alpes mountains, between 
France, Switzerland and Italy.

A story of love, jealousy, glory and hardship.  

The dream of two visionary men. The fate of two brave 
women in a changing world.

A family saga for readers of Stefania Auci’s The Florios of 
Sicily, Paul Strathern’s The Borgia’s and Isabel Allende’s 

The House of Spirits.
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VALERIA GARGIULLO
WE WERE NEVER INNOCENT

Campo dell’Oro can be tough, but Anna has always protected 
Simone, her fourteen-year-old brother. There is a bond between 
them that goes beyond love. Anna hates it there; she has been 
studying and saving to leave for as long as she can remember. Now, 
a short summer separates her from a scholarship to university, 
far from the gangs and her depressed mother. She knows that 
without her, Simone will have to fend for himself. When Anna 
discovers that the gang who control her neighbourhood have 
already set their sights on Simone, she can either save herself or 
him. And yet without her brother, she is nothing. 
A beautiful and tender coming-of-age story set in the underbelly 
of Italy, where crime and easy money are a dangerous temptation.  

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Salani
Publication: January 2022

Pages: 336

HOT LIST

VALERIA GARGIULLO
WE WERE NEVER INNOCENT

Night makes everything eternal and my brother is afraid. 
There are shadows, some dark, others less so, rather than 
shapes. They resemble ghosts, the ghosts coming for him. 

Here he is again, my brother, lying on the asphalt, staring at 
the sky. Stars reflect in his pupils. When I seek consolation, I 
think of the stars and all the times he dreamed of flying high 
and fast, like the seagull in Jonathan Livingston. To fly above 
the world, beyond the sky! The stars are only one step away 
from where he is now. He can go now, fly away and wander 

through the universe, like an astronaut.   

Valeria Gargiullo, one of the most surprising and remarkable 
debuts of the year.
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Bestseller with over 30,000 copies sold

Everyone knows how practical Oliva is, with her steady job and 
serious fiancé.
But when no one is looking, she dreams of dancing in the rain with 
stray cats, chatting up Einstein, and crying like Rosella O’Hara 
because deep inside, she really does believe that tomorrow is 
another day. Her certainties unravel when her mysterious aunt 
Vivienne sends her a ticket to Paris on the night train. While she 
waits for her truant aunt to show up, Oliva joins a motley group 
of bohemian readers sleeping in the basement of Shakespeare & 
Co. But Vivienne, who observes from afar, has a secret.

LORENZA GENTILE
SHAKESPEARE IN PARIS

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Feltrinelli
Publication: May 2021

Pages: 256

Rights sold
Germany (Droemer Verlag)

HOT LIST

LORENZA GENTILE
SHAKESPEARE IN PARIS

How did I find myself living in the most famous bookstore 
in the world? It was 2011 and I didn’t know what to do with 
my life. I had just graduated and thought I wanted to be an 
actress. The only thing I knew was that I didn’t know, not 
that I want to offend Socrates. There are those who search 
for themselves in India. I went to Paris, to the legendary 
Shakespeare & Company bookstore founded by George 

Whitman on the Left Bank. A friend of mine told me that if 
you were young, poor and an aspiring writer, you could sleep 
there.  I wasn’t sure which category I belonged to but I knew 

I would love it. And that is how I became a “tumbleweed”. 

We read a book a day, helped in the bookstore, ate bread and 
cheese, drank (a lot!) and lived cheaply in the shadows of Henry 
Miller, Anais Nin, Hemingway, and the Beat poets. It was the best 
time of my life and inspired me to write. In times of uncertainty, 
I call on the sense of freedom and the lightness of being that I 
discovered there, at Shakespeare & Co.
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Songbirds is a stunning novel about the disappearance of a Sri 
Lankan nanny and how the most vulnerable people find their 
voices.
Yiannis is a poacher, trapping the tiny protected songbirds that 
stop in Cyprus as they migrate each year from Africa to Europe 
and selling them on the black market. He dreams of finding a 
new way of life, and of marrying Nisha, who works on the island 
as a nanny and maid – having left her native Sri Lanka to try to 
earn enough to support her daughter, left behind and raised by 
relatives.

CHRISTY LEFTERI
SONGBIRDS

Rights sold
Brazil (Authentica)
Danish (Jentas)
Finnish (Kustantamo)
France (Seuil)
Germany (Blanvalet)
Holland (Mozaik)
Italy (Piemme)
Norwegia (Gyldendal)
Sweden (Bokforlaget Nona) 
US (Ballantine)

International bestseller

UK
Original language: English 

Publisher: Bonnier
Publication: 2021

Pages: 300

Marianne Gunn O’ Connor
Translation: Vicki Satlow Literary Agency

But Nisha has vanished; one evening, she steps out on a 
mysterious errand and doesn’t return. The police write off her 
disappearance as just another runaway domestic worker, so her 
employer, Petra, undertakes the investigation.
Petra’s unravelling of Nisha’s last days in Cyprus lead her to 
Nisha’s friends – other maids in the neighborhood – and to the 
darker side of a migrant’s life, where impossible choices leave 
them vulnerable, captive, and worse.

Based on the real-life disappearance of domestic workers in 
Cyprus, Christy Lefteri has crafted a poignant, deeply empathetic 
narrative of the human stories behind the headlines. Songbirds 
offers a triumphant story of the fight for truth and justice, and of 
women reclaiming their lost voices.

A RICHARD & JUDY BOOK CLUB 
CHOICE 2020

THE READING AGENCY’S PICK FOR 
NATIONAL READING GROUP DAY

WINNER OF THE 2020 ASPEN WORDS 
LITERARY PRIZE USA

RUNNER UP FOR THE DAYTON LITE-
RARY PEACE PRIZE USA

THIRD BIGGEST SELLING PAPERBACK 
IN THE UK  OF 2020

WINNER OF NIELSEN BESTSELLER 
GOLD AWARD FOR UK SALES OF OVER 

500,000

Marianne Gunn O’ Connor
Translation: Vicki Satlow Literary Agency

HOT LIST
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FRANCESCO LOTORO
A SONG WILL SAVE THE WORLD
The Music That Survived Deportation

For the past thirty years, Francesco Lotoro, a concert pianist, 
composer and director from Italy, has tirelessly led a single 
handed quest to find, revise, and archive thousands of works 
of concentrationary music. He has recovered over 8,000 scores 
produced in a condition of deprivation of the most elementary 
human rights, in concentration, extermination and civil and 
military imprisonment camps between 1933 to 1953; 12,500 
documents of musical production in the Camps; and 3,000 
university publications.  
Lotoro organizes concerts worldwide, and with the help of the 
Simon Wiesenthal Foundation, he has created, the largest hub in 
the world dedicated to concentrationary music.  

ITALY
Original language: Italian

(English translation available)
Publisher: Feltrinelli

Publication: January 2021
Pages: 300

Rights sold
Hungary (Europa) 
UK (Headline)

HOT LIST

FRANCESCO LOTORO
A SONG WILL SAVE THE WORLD

This music belongs to mankind. I‘m just the person who tracked 
it down. It needs to become mainstream again and that means 
playing it as one plays any type of music, whether Chopin or 
jazz or country music. If we don’t play it, it will be as though it 

had never been freed, as if it were still stuck in the camps.

The music proliferated in the Camps is incalculable in quantity  
and value. The over eight thousand scores recovered so far could  
one day prove to be only a fragment of what has been created in 
the more than twenty years that passed from the Dachau Lager 
to the closing of the Kolyma Gulag.
Music is the most culturally transversal element known to man. It 
has the unique power to cross the furrows that separate doctrines 
and religions and to unite the concentrationary universe under 
the sign of its language.
Music marks the triumph of the common human imprint over 
the devastating ideologies of the twentieth century.
At the epilogue of every tragic epochal event in history, from 
the destruction of the Second Temple of Jerusalem to  the fall 
of the Western Roman Empire, scribes, drafters of the Talmud 
or monks set to work in order to save, encode, retrieve, and 
put to paper. In their hands, history becomes a safe of human 
knowledge, a vault of the spiritual treasures, of a people or an 
entire generation.
It’s up to musicians - scribes of sound - to safeguard the  canteen 
of musical literature that comes to us from the concentrational 
universe. We restore dignity to these musicians, when we save 
their music, their most beautiful and fascinating dimension. This 
amounts to saving a life in its meta-historical and metaphysical 
sense.
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The most potent cure to any ailment is also the most accessible 
to all of humanity, according to one of Italy’s most respected 
oncologists: the spoken word. 
The energetic charge of words articulated out loud, with their 
intrinsic vibrations created by the speaker and received by the 
listener, can create miracles. This revolutionary approach to 
health focuses on the power of the words we speak and their 
capacity to physically heal. With practical advice, this book can 
help anyone achieve health and heal others.

MARIAGIOVANNA LUINI
SAY IT WITH LOVE

The Unfailing Power of Words

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Mondadori
Publication: October 2021

Pages: 144

HOT LIST

Rights sold
Croatia (Planetopija)

Told through a combination of diligent research and personal 
interviews with the women themselves, Nadeau takes readers 
inside Mafia families and provides intimate accounts of what 
led these godmothers into a life of crime in the first place, from 
avenging the death of a lover to the practical matter of keeping 
up the family business while the men are away (in prison). 
Going beyond stereotypes, The Godmother redefines our ideas 
of criminal enterprises led by the women who are strong enough,
smart enough, and mean enough to take control.

BARBIE LATZA NADEAU
THE GODMOTHER 

Murder, Vengeance, and the Bloody 
Struggle of Mafia Women

US/UK
Original language: English
Publisher: Viking Penguin

Publication: September 2022
Pages: 256

Rights sold
Italy (Newton Compton)
Poland (Wydawnictwo Albatros) 

HOT LIST
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No.1 Bestseller for six weeks
Three brothers are at a funeral. One lies in the coffin. Will, Brian 
and Luke grow up competing for their mother’s unequal love. 
As men, the competition continues – for status, money, fame, 
women. They betray each other, over and over, until one of them 
is dead. But which brother killed him?

LIZ NUGENT
OUR LITTLE CRUELTIES

UK IRELAND, COMMONWEALTH
Original language: English
Publisher: Penguin Ireland
Publication: March 2020

Pages: 384

Rights sold
Bulgaria (Ednorog Publishing)
Canada (Simon & Schuster)  
Germany (Steidl Gmbh & Co. Ohg)
US (Simon & Schuster)

Marianne Gunn O’ Connor
Translation: Vicki Satlow Literary Agency

Marianne Gunn O’ Connor
Translation: Vicki Satlow Literary Agency
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LIZ NUGENT
OUR LITTLE CRUELTIES

The cruelties the three Drumm brothers inflict on one another 
include lying, bullying, stealing, seducing one another’s 

girlfriends and, finally, murder…a fascinating reminder that 
no story is complete unless you hear it from everyone involved. 
Little Cruelties shows how thoroughly families can mess one 

another up, and how sometimes the greatest mysteries are 
found within the psyche.

New York Times

What a terrific storyteller Liz Nugent is! Brilliantly structured, 
fluently told, rich in unsettling incident and pulsing with dark, 

tumultuous energy ... her best book yet.
Irish Times

Artfully constructed… the author’s skilful telling of this 
multigenerational tragedy has the riveting power of an 

imminent car crash.
Publishers Weekly

HOT LIST



PAOLA PERETTI
FILIPPO, ME AND THE CHERRY 

TREE

ITALY/ UK
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Giunti/ Bonnier Zaffre 
Limited

Publication: January 2023
Pages: 200

A powerful, uplifting and moving story of a teenage girl’s battle 
against losing her sight and keeping her friendships. 
Mafalda is thirteen and has been blind since she was ten. Her 
best friend is the cheerfully rule-breaking Filippo, and she is 
accompanied everywhere by Ottimo Turcaret, her devoted cat. 
Mafalda is always looking on the bright side. But she worries 
about her father who has lost his job and is now in the depths of 
depression; and the horrible girl in school, Debbie, who seems 
interested in Filippo... Then two new adults come into her life: 
Elsa, a homeless young woman, and Signor Nino, the elderly 
upstairs neighbour with an awful temper and a great passion for 
Charles Dickens. Little by little, Mafalda learns their stories, 
and how their lives had also been shaped by brave and difficult 
choices. 
A moving sequel to The Distance Between Me and the Cherry 
Tree.

PAOLA PERETTI
THE DISTANCE BETWEEN ME 

AND THE CHERRY TREE 

There are a lot of things ten-year-old Mafalda cares about. Like 
counting the stars in the night sky, playing soccer, and climbing 
the cherry tree outside her school. Mafalda even goes so far 
as to keep a list of them, since soon she won’t be able to do 
them anymore—because she’s going blind. Mafalda can see 
that people are already treating her differently, which is the last 
thing she wants. But as Mafalda loses her sight, surprising things 
come into focus. With the help of her family and friends both old 
and new, Mafalda discovers the things that matter most. 

ITALY/ UK
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Giunti / Bonnier Zaffre 
Limited

Publication: September 2018
Pages: 222 

 
 
 
 

Publication: August 2018 
 

Mildred Batchelder Award for most outstanding translation – American Library 
Association 

CILIP CARNEGIE MEDAL 2019 Nominee 
IBBY Honour List 2020 Nominee 

Best YA Books for Christmas – The Sunday Independent 
Best YA Books of the Year –  

 

Over 150,000 copies sold 
 
 

Foreign Sales: 
 

Belgium – HarperCollins  
Brazil – Planeta 

Bulgaria – Ex libris 
Canada – Simon & Schuster/Atheneum 

Catalan – Ara Llibres 
China – Hangzhou Guomai  

Czech – Slovart 
France – Gallimard 

Germany – dtv 
Greece – Psichogios 

Hungary – Maxim 
Italy – Rizzoli 

Korea – Weizman Books 

Japan – Shogakukan 
Netherlands – HarperCollins Holland 

Poland – Świat Książki 
Portugal – Nuvem de Tinta/Penguin 

Random House 
Romania – Grup Media Litera 

Russia – Azbooka-Atticus 
Serbia - Dereta 

Slovak – Fortuna 
Spain – Seix Barral/Planeta 

Taiwan - Eastern 
Turkey – Timas 

USA – Atheneum/S&S 
 
 
 
 

HOT LIST

Rights sold

Belgium; Brazil; Bulgaria; Canada; China; Czech Republic; 
France; Germany; Greece; Hungary; Korea; Japan; 
Netherlands; Poland; Portugal; Romania; Russia; Serbia; 
Slovak; Spain; Taiwan; Turkey; US; Film.
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PAOLA PERETTI
THE SISTERS BRIGADE

Meet Euterpe, Talia, Melpomene, Tersicore, and Urania – each 
bearing the name of a muse. They collectively raised Cecilia, a 
young history student with a hearing problem. Aunt Euterpe, the 
first of the sisters to pass away, leaves Cecilia with a task: to find 
their brother. 
So, for the first time in her life, Cecilia leaves home in search 
of a secret uncle. Amidst old papers, faded photographs, and 
blurred memories, Cecilia journeys into history, her family’s 
and the town’s, and discovers what happened to her uncle and 
why this family secret was purposely buried. But above all, she 
discovers herself.

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Rizzoli
Publication: June 2021

Pages: 240

Rights sold
Russia (Mann, Ivanov and Ferber)

PAOLA PERETTI
THE SISTERS BRIGADE

An extraordinary family story that will make you reflect on 
memories that time can never erase.

 
A novel about love, all kinds, even that which resists time 

and place.
 

Paola Peretti has an ear for dialogue and female 
relationships.

 
Finally, a novel you can sink your teeth into and read all 

night long.

HOT LIST
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The violent death of Giangiacomo Feltrinelli, international 
publisher of enormous inherited wealth, a socialite, womanizer 
and radical anti-capitalist political crusader is an unsolved 
mystery, an enigma to this very day. On March 16, 1972, the 
internationally renowned publisher of Doctor Zhivago, was 
found dead at the foot of a power plant outside Milan. The 
publisher of Castro, Che Guevara and Ho Chi Min, the man who 
wanted to be the leader of a European Revolution, had been on 
the radar of the Cia, the Kgb, the Mossad, as well the Italian 
secret services. Was his death accidental, or was it murder?  
With access to tens of thousands pages of recently revealed 
documents, exclusive interviews and intelligence sources, the 
author recounts an extraordinary story of intrigue, passion and 
betrayal.

FERRUCCIO PINOTTI
UNTOLD

The True Story of Giangiacomo 
Feltrinelli

ITALY
Original language: Italian
Publisher: Round Robin
Publication: April 2022

Pages: 

HOT LIST
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Giangiacomo Feltrinelli’s life and violent death reads like an 
intellectual thriller in which books and bombings collide, a life 
fuelled by money, passion and politics, where mansions and 
libraries are ransacked for clues, a personal destiny connected 
to the fight between network of terrorists and secret services. 
Still today the Cia denies access to the documents related to the 
political and subversive actions of Feltrinelli, a close friend of 
Castro who was also financing the extreme left wing movements 
all over the world and supporting the Palestinian terrorists. His 
life ended in a mystery that nobody after years of research, has 
been unable to solve. Until now. Giangiacomo Feltrinelli’s story 
is a fascinating microcosm of the left in the 1960s and early 
’70s, and a remarkable chapter in the history of publishing. It is 
also an inexplicable familiar tragedy.

FERRUCCIO PINOTTI
UNTOLD
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Requests for Freemasonry membership is on the rise amongst 
people in power in all fields: entrepreneurs, bankers, judges, 
academics, journalists, television showmen, even criminals. 
This in-depth exposé, with interviews of grand masters and 
other exponents from hundreds of lodges, depicts an articulated 
network that proves virtually impossible to penetrate or eradicate, 
and permeates fields from academia to politics, military to Mafia. 
Understanding the enormous influence of Masonic power is a 
first step towards demolishing it in place of a more transparent 
democratic society.

FERRUCCIO PINOTTI
 MASONIC POWER

The Fraternity That Rules Italy and its 
Politics, Finance, Industry, Mass Media, 
Judiciary System and Organized Crime

ITALY
Original language: Italian
Publisher: Chiarelettere
Publication: June 2021

Pages: 768
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The first major investigation into the controversial Focolare 
Movement founded in 1942 by Chiara Lubich (1920-2008). A 
powerful and gigantic Church-supported lay organization present 
in 182 countries and with two million followers, Focolares base 
their activities on three elements: the art of loving, community 
and dialogue. This book is an extensively researched account 
of the darker aspects of the movement: sexual abuse, female 
enslavement, questionable mysticism, misuse of donations, 
exploitation, censorship, and a refined and questionable system 
of  “fund raising”. Filled with exclusive interviews and first 
person testimonies, this exposé is, according the author, a prime 

FERRUCCIO PINOTTI
THE DIVINE SECT

Mysticism, Power and Abuse

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Mondadori
Publication: October 2021

Pages: 492

HOT LIST

Rights sold
Poland (W.A.B.
 Foksal Publishing Group)

example of fundamentalist 
tendencies of international 
Catholic associations.
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How was the universe born, and when will it die?   
Where do Black Holes come from and can they be created?
Should we fear celestial objects?
What is Spacetime and can it be measured?
Where does gravity come from?

LUCIANO REZZOLLA
THE IRRISISTIBLE ATTRACTION 

OF GRAVITY
 A Journey Through Black Holes

ITALY
Original language: Italian

(English translation available)
Publisher: Rizzoli

Publication: October 2020
Pages: 308

Rights sold
Germany (Beck Verlag)
UK (Cambridge University Press)
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LUCIANO REZZOLLA
THE IRRISISTIBLE ATTRACTION 

OF GRAVITY

The force of gravity and the famous “Laws of Attraction” made 
of vibrating energy are a source of never-ending fascination, 
generating questions and doubts by even the most informed 
reader. Even before we develop a conscious relationship with 
the physical universe, a newborn already understands gravity 
at an instinctive level. In fact, it represents the only one of 
four energetic “fundamental interactions” of which we are 
consciously aware. It thrills, frightens and obsesses us. So, why 
do we go to such lengths to avoid it? 
The answer lies in the invisible parts of our universe where 
neutron stars and black holes dictate the energetic laws that 
rule our lives. In this book, one of the world’s top experts in 
his field, explains the macro-cosmos of gravity and the regions 
of physics revealed to us by Einstein’s famous discovery: the 
revolutionary theory of relativity.  A journey in space that poses 
— and sometimes answers — fundamental questions which 
have enraptured mankind since the beginning of time.

A professor of relativistic astrophysics and numerical 
relativity at the Goethe University in Frankfurt, 
Luciano Rezzolla (1967) has dedicated over thirty 
years to the study of the physics and astrophysics of 
compact objects, like black holes and neutron stars. 
He was appointed honorary Andrews Professor of 
Astronomy at Trinity College Dublin and in 2019, 
he published the first image of a supermassive black 
hole. He writes in Italian, German and English.
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PAOLO RODARI
with LIDIA MAKSYMOWICZ

THE LITTLE GIRL WHO COULD 
NOT HATE

Preface by Pope Francis.

Lidia Maksymowicz’s story made world headlines when Pope 
Francis kissed her Auschwitz tattoo. At two years of age, she and 
her Catholic family were arrested and deported from Belorussia, 
where they hid with Partisans. Having survived Mengele, she was 
adopted and raised by a Polish family who owned the land upon 
which Birkenau was built. At seven years of age, she had lost the 
ability to cry. In 1962, seventeen years after the liberation, she 
was reunited with both her parents, who had survived the war and 
were living in Moscow. Lidia and her two mothers met up yearly 
thereafter, in Auschwitz for the anniversary of its liberation.

ITALY
Original language: Italian

(English translation available)
Publisher: Solferino

Publication: January 2022
Pages: 220

HOT LIST
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Rights sold
Brazil (Companhia das letras)
France (Michel Lafon)
Holland (Mosaik) 
Hungary (Alexandra Group)
Poland (Wydawniczy Znak)
Portugal (Porto)
Romania (Bookzone)
Russia (Eksmo)
UK (Pan Macmillan WE)

Preface by Pope Francis: 
To remember is an expression of humanity. Remembrance is a 
sign of civilization, a condition for a better future, one of peace 
and fraternity. My hope is that this book contributes to the 
remembrance of past events.
Remembrance also means being careful because these things can 
happen again, starting with ideological policies that are intended 
to save a people and end up destroying both them and humanity. 
Be aware of how this road of death, extermination, and brutality 
began.
When I met Lidia on May 26, 2021, in the courtyard of San 
Damaso, I kissed the arm upon which her number was tattooed 
in Auschwitz-Birkenau: 70072. It was a simple gesture of 
reconciliation aimed to keep the memory of the past alive. We, 
like Lidia, must learn from the darkest pages of history, so that 
they never repeat themselves, and we never again commit the 
same errors. And we must aim to work tirelessly to cultivate 
justice, build harmony and support integration. To be instruments 
of peace and the builders of a better world. 
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GIULIA ROSSI
THE LOSERS CLUB

A group of adolescents in Mestre set fire to an unnamed homeless 
man sleeping beneath a bridge. He is taken to the hospital and 
saved by a miracle but his identity remains a mystery. The only 
sure thing is that his knapsack contains a copy of a bestselling 
novel by a young local writer, Lorenzo Fabbri. 
The news takes Lorenzo twenty years back in time, to the 
friendships that inspired his novel. The Losers Club, as he called 
them. Sara, Giacomo and Ema, his talented best friend who had 
the courage to fight back. A long and unforgettable summer in the 
city with his three friends, and the events that changed everything 
between them. As other details emerge, Lorenzo begins to ask 
himself how his story is connected to the man struggling for his 
life in intensive care. And whether fiction is truer than fact. 

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Nord
Publication: February 2022

Pages: 328

HOT LIST
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GIULIA ROSSI
THIS IS HOW IT’S DONE  

A young Professor puts his entire life at risk for a simple kiss 
from his student on the day his wife miscarries their child. 
Overwhelmed with guilt, he puts his darkest thoughts to paper 
as he contemplates suicide before changing his mind. If only he 
hadn’t turned off his phone that day and his father had spared 
him the truth about the family finances. Had the unsigned note 
not slipped out of his pocket, he would have returned home and 
pretended nothing had happened. But it did, creating a social 
media frenzy of his desperation. In the chaos that follows, 
Federico will discover that sometimes it takes a crack-up to 
become a man.

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Nord
Publication: September 2019

Pages: 336
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OLIVIA RUIZ
LISTEN TO THE RAIN FALL

FRANCE
Original language: French

Publisher: Lattès
Publication: May 2022

Pages: 200

First printing of 120,000 copies

Ruiz’s first novel about a family of fugitives from Spain and 
rebellious women marked by uprooting took France by a storm 
in 2020. Her new novel, also based on her family history, follows 
a feisty woman whose struggle for independence takes her to the 
abyss and beyond.  
1977 Marseillette: back home, at the café where she grew up 
with her sisters whose exile she shares, Carmen mourns her 
beloved niece. She recalls the life choices—from a hacienda 
near Toledo to the Madrid prison of Ventas where Francoism 
rages— which have made her the woman she is today. If she has 
made mistakes, she has also paid the price.  Still young, Carmen 
pines for a future which comes to her on a transatlantic ship from 
her past. A future where love triumphs over violence.
The story of strong women who challenge their fate and take 
control of their lives.
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OLIVIA RUIZ
THE DRESSER WITH COLORED 

DRAWERS

400,000 copies sold
72 weeks on the bestseller list

Inspired by the author’s personal history, the novel opens with 
a young mother in Paris. Her tiny apartment is dominated by 
a coveted piece of furniture belonging to her grandmother: a 
dresser containing ten, colorful draws, one for each secret her 
grandmother kept.
Now, that her grandmother has passed away, it is time to discover 
what really happened to her during their escape from Spain.

FRANCE
Original language: French

Publisher: Lattès
Publication: June 2020

Pages: 200

Rights sold
Germany (Harper Collins)
Italy (Garzanti)
Lithuania (Baltos Lankos)
Spain (Duomo)
Turkey (Murat Sezer)
Film (Estrella Productions)

Three generations of 
women and a lie that 
changed their fate.
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SARAH SAVIOLI
THE GUILTY GANG
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ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Feltrinelli
Publication: May 2021

Pages: 304
Private investigators Anna, Cantoni 
and Tonino are hired by the children of 
a wealthy businessman, when a large 
sum of their father’s inheritance has 
been left to the housekeeper. Anna, 
whose gift for talking to plants and 
animals does not fail her, learns from 

SARAH SAVIOLI
THE KEY WITNESS 

a sex-obsessed pug that Barani had a visitor the night of his 
suicide. The detective finds herself in a race against the clock to 
discover who killed Barani and why.

After a minor cerebral hematoma, a young 
mother finds herself talking to plants and 
animals. This extraordinary yet gift leads 
her to a job at a private investigative 
agency. She and her dog Harlequin join 
investigators Cantoni and Tonino in 
resolving the case of a thirty-four-year-

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Feltrinelli
Publication: July 2020

Pages: 240

THE UNSUSPECTABLES

old former drug addict, found dead in her condominium. While her 
colleagues are out interrogating people, Anna consults with her Great 
Dane, the garden plants, a suicidal pigeon, and two elderly turtles.

A cosy crime series for plant and animal-lovers

A fresh and amusing approach to the mystery genre featuring a 
private detective with an unusual gift: she communicates with 
plants and animals.
In this new case, Anna is called to investigate the death of a 
lonesome sixty year old woman found bound and gagged in 
her apartment. The answer lies in the victim’s private life. With 
the help of a delusional gecko, a feline porter and an anxious 
chihuahua Anna will discover how difficult it is to define the 
boundaries of guilt both for others and for herself. 

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Feltrinelli
Publication: June 2022

Pages: 300

Rights sold
Film (Effe)
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Based on the true story of Villa Emma.
Nathan’s father has already been picked up by the black shirts 
when Frau Feier knocks on the door to speak with his mother. 
It takes little to convince her that Berlin is no place for a little 
Jewish boy, in 1942. Nathan is about to embark on a journey 
through the Slovenian winter, to Villa Emma in Italy, on his way 
to Switzerland and Palestine. In Italy, he is safe, almost happy, 
in the company of 73 other Jewish children from across Europe. 
But as Germany advances, leaving begins to look impossible. 
Just when all seems lost, the town priest, together with local 
seamstresses, invent a brilliant plan to get the children out of 
Europe.

ITALY
Original language: Italian

(English translation available)
Publisher: Piemme

Publication: January 2022
Pages: 253

IVAN SCIAPECONI
40 COATS AND A BUTTON
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Rights sold
Denmark (Alpha Forlag) 
France (Albin Michel) 
Germany (Ullstein) 
Holland (Xander Uitgevers) 
Lithuania (Baltos Lankos) 
Portugal (Presença)
Slovenia (HKZ)

IVAN SCIAPECONI
40 COATS AND A BUTTON

We have seen stories of persecution, in the camps and in cities. We 
have also seen great men and women like Oskar Schindler, Raoul 
Wallenberg, Dimitar Peshev and Irena Sendler. But never have 
we met anyone like the ordinary heroes who risked everything in 
a little town in the middle of Italy to save 73 of Jewish children 
they have never met before. We have never met Don Arrigo, who 
invented his own justification to disobey, or Recha Freier who 
founded the youth Aliya in 1933 and saved thousands of children 
in Europe. We have never met the seamstresses who spent 48 
hours sewing uniforms, or the farmers who donated food when 
their own families were hungry. We have never met Boris, a 
brilliant pianist whose music made life good again. And have we 
met the children, the ones who lived ordinary lives far from their 
families, as they were smuggled out of Europe? Mostly, though, 
we have never met Nathan, a little boy who doesn’t understand 
why everyone hates him. He doesn’t even understand what it 
means to be a Jew. And he has no idea where Erez Yisrael is. 
But he does know that he loves Sonja and that Agnes is way too 
obsessed with her looks to be interesting. He knows that people 
are fundamentally good and that there is nothing like a game of 
soccer to take your mind off things.
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Alessandro Stani has a rare gift. He has access to communicative 
dimensions unknown to most and knows how to channel their 
message. In this book, he reminds us that there is a positive 
energy, a healing power far beyond what we know and see. And 
that by tuning in, we can grow and love beyond anything we 
ever imagined.   

ALESSANDRO STANI
BECAUSE THERE IS LIGHT

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Mondadori
Publication: March 2022

Pages: 300

HOT LIST
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We hardly stop to think about the flights of swallows or the 
flowering of  Veronicas, toads in love, or clairvoyant woodpeckers.  
But observing the marvels of nature is an art accessible to 
everyone, not just the great artists it has roused: Giovanni Pascoli 
praised the Periwinkle, John Keates the Nightingale, and Farid 
ad-din Attar the Hoopoe.  In these informative, entertaining and 
philosophical essays, Naturalist and acclaimed writer Susanna 
Tamaro teaches us to decipher the language of Swallows and 
comprehend the behavior of Blackbirds, to love some insects 
and avoid others, and to respect the rhythm of seasons which 
never fail to guide and inspire. 

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Solferino
Publication: November 2021

Pages: 150

SUSANNA TAMARO
INVISIBLE WONDERS
Little Lessons on Nature 

Seguire i voli delle rondini o le fioriture del-
le veroniche. Scoprire che il rospo si «inna-
mora» per primo e che il picchio sa vedere 
nel futuro. Ricordare che della pervinca 
scriveva Giovanni Pascoli, dell’usignolo 
John Keats, e dell’upupa il poeta persiano 
Farid ad-din Attar. Per spalancare il pano-
rama di meraviglie che l’universo naturale 
contiene non occorrono grandi spedizioni, 
può bastare un parco cittadino, un balco-
ne, persino una fessura nel pavimento di 
casa. Tenendo gli occhi e la mente bene 
aperti impareremo a decifrare le voci delle 
rondini e le abitudini dei merli, ad amare 
alcuni insetti e a combatterne altri, a se-
guire il ritmo con cui di stagione in stagio-
ne si vestono e si svestono gli alberi, dal 
flessuoso salice al burbero castagno.
«Da quando ho memoria di me, le scien-
ze naturali sono sempre state la mia unica 
vera passione» ricorda Susanna Tamaro. 
Una passione mai sopita e che in un tempo 
di lutti e difficoltà come l’attuale si impo-
ne come una necessità, quella di tornare 
a meravigliarsi, a provare gratitudine per 
la ricchezza e lo splendore dell’esistente. 
Il suo «taccuino di appunti» prende vita 
lungo i mesi grazie a un’osservazione quo-
tidiana colta e intima, che si incanta per il 
volo delle coccinelle e dialoga con i gran-
di autori del passato, da Plinio il Vecchio 
a Charles Darwin. Ritroviamo così una di-
mensione domestica e sorprendente del-
la natura che appartiene a tutti noi e che 
abbiamo il diritto di conoscere di 
più e meglio: perché la cono-
scenza è la prima e più neces-
saria forma dell’amore.

SUSANNA TAMARO  ha esordi-
to con il romanzo La testa fra le nuvole (1989) 
e ottenuto un successo internazionale con 
Va’ dove ti porta il cuore (1994). Tra gli altri 
suoi libri Anima Mundi (1997), Ascolta la mia 
voce (2006), Per sempre (2011), La Tigre e 
l’Acrobata (2016). È anche autrice di libri per 
ragazzi come Cuore di ciccia (1992), Il cer-
chio magico (1995), Tobia e l’angelo (1998). 
I suoi libri hanno venduto milioni di copie in 
Italia e sono stati tradotti in tutto il mondo. 
Con Solferino ha pubblicato Il tuo sguardo 
illumina il mondo (2018), Alzare lo sguardo 
(2019) e Una grande storia d’amore (2020).

La vita è sempre più forte della 

morte e, se impariamo a osservar-

la con mente e cuore aperti, può 

far germogliare in noi dei semi di 

speranza, regalandoci lo stupore 

dell’inatteso e la commozione per la 

bellezza nascosta che ci vive accanto.

Piccole lezioni 
sulla natura
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ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Solferino
Publication: February 2022

                       September 2016
Pages: 149

SUSANNA TAMARO
THE TIGER AND THE ACROBAT 

Rights sold
China/simple (Zhejiang Photographic)
Greece (Dioptra Publishing)
Poland (Jagiellonian University)
Portugal (Presença) 
Serbia (Vulkan Publishing)
Slovenia (ZTT-EST)
Spain (Planeta)
Turkey (Can Sanat Yayinlari)
UK (Oneworld Publishing)

Little Tiger is not like other tigers. She is curious about the 
world, not content to simply follow in her mother’s footsteps 
around their home in the snow forests of Siberia. Before long, 
she embarks on a remarkable journey around the world, meeting 
all sorts of life forms and eventually finding the creature she has 
heard most about: man. 

This captivating story of a brave young tiger who refuses to give 
up on her dreams is a celebration of the power of nature and the 
beauty of innocence. 

A testament to the courage it takes to explore the unknown.
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LA TIGRE E L’ACROBATA

Ogni tanto succede. 
Qualcuno nasce e non vuole 
percorrere la strada che altri 
hanno già tracciato per lui.



Over 25 million copies sold worldwide

Winner of the Donna Città di Roma 1994 prize and an 
international bestseller, Follow Your Heart is a profoundly 
moving and beautifully crafted meditation on existence. Driven 
by her fear of rapidly approaching death, an elderly woman 
decides to write a long letter to her granddaughter in the form 
of a diary. Part love letter and part confession, it is the legacy of 
an old woman finally brave enough to acknowledge that she has 
repressed her feelings and submitted to convention for far too 
long. Retelling her life story, she seeks to impart the wisdom that 
the only worthwhile journey is the journey to find the original 
voice hidden inside us.

ITALY
Original language: Italian

Publisher: Bompiani
Publication: January 1994

Pages: 176

SUSANNA TAMARO
FOLLOW YOUR HEART 
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Rights sold
Basque Country (Igela Argitaletxea)
Brazil (Rocco Ltda/ Verus)
Catalonia (Proa)
China/simple (Beijing Dingwen Publishing)
Denmark (Saga Egmont)
Georgia (Elf Publishing House)
Germany (Diogenes Verlag)
Greece (Livani Publishing)
Indonesia (Noura Books)
Korea (Taeil & Sodam Publishing)
Norway (Gyldendal Norsk Forlag)
Portugal (Presença)
Romania (Grup Media Litera)
Serbia (Vulkan Publishing)
Slovenia (Cakarjeva Zalozba)
Spain (Planeta)
Sri Lanka (Subhavi Publishers)
Sweden (Forum Bonnier Forlagen)
Turkey (Can Sanat Yayinlari)
Vietnam (Tre Publishing Co)
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ITALY
Original language: Italian
Publisher: Rizzoli Lizard

Publication: November 2021
Pages: 160

Our certainties vanished the day the 
world stopped which means that we 
must reevaluate all that we once took for 
granted. Changing our point of view is a 
gift we give ourselves, like gratitude. In 
this fourth chapter of the Life with Lloyd 
series, Simone Tempia reminds us how to 

SIMONE TEMPIA
RENNOVATING WITH LLOYD 
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open ourselves to the new possibilities that life offers, in the form of 
human relationships. 

If you are lucky enough to have a trusted 
companion like Lloyd, a man of rare 
wisdom and wit, capable of dispelling the 
darkest of clouds and finding the silver 
lining, you invite him with you wherever 
you go. Sir is a lonely man, and Lloyd 
his imaginary butler. They communicate 

ITALY
Original language: Italian
Publisher: Rizzoli Lizard

Publication:September 2017
Pages: 167

TRAVELS WITH LLOYD

through letters, telegrams, phone calls even bottled messages entrusted 
to fate. Although some trips are meant to be taken alone, it is always 
nice to know that someone is waiting for you to come home.
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Surreal, subtlety profound and bitter-
sweet dialogues between Sir and Lloyd, 
to accompany the reader on a daily basis. 
Ironic and entertaining experiences that 
will inspire, console and enlighten. Like 
a friend, this book provides comforting 
words of wisdom for every time you feel 
out of place.  

ITALY
Original language: Italian
Publisher: Rizzoli Lizard

Publication: November 2018
Pages: 200

A YEAR WITH LLOYD

ITALY
Original language: Italian
Publisher: Rizzoli Lizard

Publication: November 2016
Pages: 156

The ideal friend: wise, loyal, and full of 
good advice.  Lloyd, the imaginary butler 
is the perfect man to have around the 
house. He is discretely present, dispensing 
comforting words of wisdom for everyday 
dilemmas. The elegant andrespectful Sir 
and Lloyd are lovingly anachronistic. 

SIMONE TEMPIA
LIFE WITH LLOYD

Their snippets of conversation are philosophic, and filled with class, 
irony and inspiration.  

Vicki Satlow Literary Agency
info@vickisatlow.com



Via Cenisio 16 - 20154 Milan - Italy  
tel.: +39 02 48015553 
info@vickisatlow.com

Vicki Satlow
Literary Agency


